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Over time, sludge and scum collect in all septic tanks and must be pumped out.
Septic tanks usually need pumping every 2 to 5 years, depending on tank size and
use (table 1).

The tank should be inspected each year to determine sludge depth. Lower an 8-
to-10-foot pole into the tank, passing it through the tank cover near the outlet
tee. If the depth of sludge is 40% of the total liquid depth, the tank should be
pumped. Keep a record of sludge depths as well as of the dates when the tank
was pumped. Also, make a diagram of your septic system, including the location
and depth of the septic tank, the location of the tank’s inspection covers, and the
boundaries of the drainfield. A detailed procedure for inspecting septic tanks is
provided in “A Homeowners Guide to Septic Systems.”

Table I. Approximate number Of years between septic tanks pump1ng fOI' a

year—round residence without a garbage disposal

Tank size >  Number of people in household
(gallons) | 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
750 9 4 25 ;) L5 1 1 | o
900 L1 5 3 2 5 1 1 0.5
1000 12 6 3.5 2.5 2 L5 I“L5 1
1250 15 g 45 3.5 2.5 3 1.5 I"L5
1500 19 9 6 4 3 2.5 2 L5
1750 22 10 7 5 4 3 2.5 2
2000 25 12 8 6 4.5 3.5 3 2:5

Source: Adapted from Septic Tank Maintenance by K. Manel, Cooperative Extension Service, Ohio State University.
Note: If a garbage disposal is used, more frequent pumping will be needed (divide the table’s estimates in half}. “Items in bold are
common tank sizes for the household size. Under current Idaho rules, the minimum household septic tank size is 900 gallons.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The publication “A Homeowner’s Guide to Septic Systems” contains additional
information about septic system design, sitting, operation and maintenance. The
publication, and a great deal of other information about septic systems, is
available form your local public health department and the Idaho Division of
Environmental Quality.
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