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NEWS RELEASE 

National HIV Testing Day 

Panhandle Health District – June 24, 2022 
 

National HIV Testing Day is Monday, June 27, 2022, and Panhandle Health District (PHD) has 

partnered with Walgreens, Greater than AIDs, and the PHD Medical Reserve Corps, to offer free HIV 

testing. The HIV testing day will be held at Walgreens located at 260 W Honeysuckle Ave, Hayden, ID 

83835 from 10:00AM- 4:00 PM.  

HIV testing is recommended as part of routine health care, along with testing for other sexually 

transmitted infections (STIs), and there are more options than ever to get tested.  

“HIV Testing Day is free, confidential, fast, and open to anyone” said Jenna Dowell, Clinical Services 

Division Administrator with PHD. “There was a decline in routine health screenings throughout the 

pandemic, so it is vital that we take a more proactive approach to our health and schedule our 

screenings.” 

If you are sexually active, getting tested for STIs is one of the most important things you can do to 

protect your health. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that 

everyone between the ages of 13 and 64 get tested for HIV at least once in their life. Additional 

testing may be recommended based on specific behaviors that can increase a person’s risk. 

In 2021, 654 reports of sexually transmitted infections were reported within PHD’s jurisdiction of 

Kootenai, Bonner, Benewah, Boundary, and Shoshone counties, with preliminary data showing just 

over 270 STIs in those five counties in 2022. While chlamydia and gonorrhea infections are seen 

most often in 15–29-year-olds, early syphilis and HIV infections affect a wider age range in Idaho. 

Currently, our area is seeing a rise in syphilis and gonorrhea cases, among a broad age group, which 

highlights the fact that STIs can infect anyone.  

https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/screening-recommendations.htm


 

 

“Advances in prevention and treatment in the U.S. are bringing us closer to ending HIV,” added 

Dowell. “But testing is the only way to know if you have HIV or any other STIs. Too many people are 

unaware they have an STI and that increases the likelihood that it will be passed onto someone 

else.”  

Most STIs are treatable or effective medication exists to enable people to live long, healthy lives 

while managing the infection. CDC estimates that more than 90% of all new HIV infections could be 

prevented by proper testing and connecting HIV positive persons to care.  

PHD will have a booth set up at the Walgreens entrance. No appointment needed. Walk-in’s 

welcome!  
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

Panhandle Health District provides over 40 different public health programs to families, 

individuals and organizations in northern Idaho. From food and drinking water safety to 

health education and disease control, public health services are critical to ensure our 

community is a safe and healthy place to live, work and play. 

The PHD team is made up of nurses, nutritionists, environmental health specialists, health 

educators and many other dedicated professionals with a common goal to deliver vital 

public health services. 

Panhandle Health District is one of seven health districts in the state of Idaho. 

 


