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NEWS RELEASE 

Health District Kicks off Recovery Month with a Candlelight Vigil 
Panhandle Health District – August 29, 2022 

 

Panhandle Health District (PHD) and the Kootenai Recovery Community Center (KRCC) will 

host a candlelight vigil in remembrance of those lost to drug overdose on August 31, 2022 

at 9pm at Independence Point in Coeur d’Alene.  

 

The vigil is being held on International Overdose Awareness Day and is just one project the 

health district plans to provide for recovery month, which occurs in September. Attendees 

will have the chance to decorate a candle bag in memory of their lost loved one(s). All 

supplies, including battery-operated tea lights, will be provided for free.  

 

The public is also welcomed to screen PHD’s recently created Call Me Documentary that 

provides first-hand accounts from five North Idahoans sharing their stories of recovery. Also 

beginning in September, the district will launch Project Butterfly, a program to help guide 

pregnant women and new moms in recovery to connect them with substance use treatment 

services. Moms who utilize treatment services and make progress towards recovery, will be 

eligible to receive free diapers and wipes for up to a year.  

 

Between April 2020 and April 2021, an estimated 100,306 drug overdose deaths occurred 

in the United States, an increase of 28.5% from the 78,056 deaths that occurred during the 

prior year. In 2021, there were 353 Idahoans whose lives were lost to drug overdose. 

 
“One of the main goals of our program is to reduce the stigma surrounding addiction and 

opioid misuse,” said Kelsey Orlando, PHD Substance Use Disorder Project Manager. 

“Substance use is a widespread issue that impacts individuals, families, and communities 

across the nation. Idaho is no exception. By providing intervention and prevention education, 

we can make a difference.” 

 

PHD’s Substance Use Disorder Program works to improve primary prevention strategies, 

access to harm reduction and treatment services, and support north Idaho in becoming a 

recovery friendly community. KRCC is a recovery community center that exists to advocate 



 

 

for, and support individuals seeking to initiate or maintain recovery from behavioral health 

and/or substance use challenges. 

KRCC is a free, peer-based recovery support service provided by volunteers and dedicated 

staff. Their non-clinical services focus on removing barriers to recovery by providing support 

and linking individuals to existing community resources.  

To screen the Call Me Documentary, visit: storiesfromnorthidaho.org   

To inquire about Project Butterfly, contact: 208-415-5285 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

Panhandle Health District provides over 40 different public health programs to families, 

individuals, and organizations in northern Idaho. From food and drinking water safety to 

health education and disease control, public health services are critical to ensure our 

community is a safe and healthy place to live, work and play. 

The PHD team is made up of nurses, nutritionists, environmental health specialists, health 

educators and many other dedicated professionals with a common goal to deliver vital 

public health services. 

Panhandle Health District is one of seven health districts in the state of Idaho. 

 

http://storiesfromnorthidaho.org/

